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1. Introduction 

Nowadays, Realistic Mathematics Education (RME) has been disseminated and has 
been implemented in some primary schools in Indonesia. One of those schools is 
elementary school Yayasan Sosial Peduli Pendidikan PT. Pusri (in this paper it is 
called as SD Pusri), Palembang, South Sumatra-Indonesia which also has 
partnership with Sriwijaya University (Unsri) in implementing RME. To understand 
and learn more about implementation of RME in the school, during a semester, 
observers will do observations in a class of SD Pusri. This report is a report of first 
observation and in this report observers will start out by briefly describing about pre 
and observation activities. Next, we will describe about teaching and learning 
process included its relation to RME theory. Then we move on to the Findings 
related to students’ thinking, and problems occur in the class. 

2. Pre-observation 

Pre-observation is an activity that had been done before observers (Evangelista and 
Elika), did the first observation of teaching and learning process in 1st grade of 
Elementary school "SD Pusri, Palembang". This activity was done on Thursday, 
August 18th, 2011 with aims to introduce our self and tell about the observation 
purpose, ask an excuse from the headmaster and teacher whose class will be 
observed (Rima Yunidar, Class 1E), get to know about the school (includes 
teachers, staffs, students, classrooms, facilitaties, school environment and how far 
they do Realistic Mathematics Education/RME), and make an appointment with the 
teacher about 1st observation. 

From this activity, we know that SD Pusri, which is located in Jln. Mayor Zen 
Komplek Pusri Palembang, is a private school. According to the one of the teachers, 
SD Pusri was two schools (SD 1 and 2) which were united as one. This school is 
completed with some facilities like 28 classrooms, healthcare, library, multimedia 
room, computer laboratory and science laboratory and supported by about 40 
teachers. Each class has a teacher who called classroom/homeroom teacher. 
Classroom teacher fully responsible to manage/organize class and students (in 
average 32 students each class) and teach several lesson like mathematics, science 
and bahasa/language. So, there is no mathematics teacher or science teacher in this 
school.  

SD Pusri is one of schools which cooperate with Unsri to implement and disseminate 
RME. The vice headmaster and a teacher of this school (Rima Yunidar) ever 
attended a RME workshop which is conducted by Unsri about a year ago and since 
then, the teacher, Rima  have been trying to implement RME in her class. She said 
that through RME, students became more active and enthusiastic in learning 
process, but she also said that she could not implement RME maximally and she 
faces difficulties to implement it because of some factors like lack of knowledge of 
RME, lack of discussion partner and resources, and she has to move to another 
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class (from 5th grade to 1st). She said that organizing 5th grade is easier than 1st 
grade. 

In the end of pre-observation activity, teacher (Rima) and observers agreed to do the 
1st observation in the next day, Friday, August 19th, 2011 at 7.00 am in class 1E. 

3. Observation Activity 
Observation was done by Elika and Evangelista on Friday, August 19th, 2011. 
Observed class is class 1E which is thought by Rima Yunidar. This activity is aimed 
for knowing the mathematics teaching and learning process in class 1E and knowing 
students’ activity and their thinking. In general, observers watched, recorded and 
captured the teaching and learning process from beginning till the end of class. 
Observers also gather some documentation of students’ works which will be used to 
know their thinking. So, handy-cam and camera were used to documented whole 
process which is about 110 minutes. Further, observers will describe the detail of 
learning and teaching process. 

4. Teaching and Learning Process 
Before class is started, teacher prepared students. In the other word, teacher helped 
students to manage their desks and help them to prepare their book that will be 
used. After students ready, teacher starts the class. Material or topic of that day is 
about ‘ordering number above 10’ while the latest topic is about ordering number 
until 10. Teaching and learning process is started with ‘introduction’. In this section, 
teacher said that students will learn mathematics about ordering number above 10 
and it is continued with main activity.  

In main activity, teacher gives some question about ordering number above ten, both 
from the smallest number and from the largest one. Then teacher with the students 
answer it together. There is also a time when teacher gives questions and asks 
random students to answer it in front of the class (image 1). When the pointed 

student have finished writing his or her answer, teacher then asks to another 
students whether that answer right or not but without ask more about their reasoning 
although there are two different opinion among them. If the answer is wrong, teacher 
will point another student that can answer it correctly.  

 

Image 1. Students answer the questions in front of the class 

After that, teacher gives exercise to students. The exercise consists of four questions 
about ordering numbers from both smallest and largest. One thing that is noted by 
observer is the entire question asks of the order of number which is can have no gap 
each other. In the other word, the numbers that should be ordered are ordered 
number, only the position that changed, for example: 6, 9, 8, 7, 10 (image 2).  
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Image 2. Exercise questions 

Students work in the exercise until the end of the lesson, for about 40 minutes, but 
not all of them can finish it, even some of them not finish yet to write the questions. 
However, finish or not it seems doesn’t matter because they can continue it in the 
next meeting. Observer and teacher fully understand that managing 1st grade 
students need a lot of effort, energy and patient. We cannot force them to be able to 
answer all of the questions. 

In general, the teaching and learning process seems still use traditional method or 
direct instructional method in which teacher only gives non-contextual explanation, 
examples, and exercises. When the students answer in the front of the class, 
teacher tend to only asks to other students whether those answer right or not without 
asks more about the students’ reasoning. This is match with teacher statement 
before that she does not thinking yet about RME in 1st grade, and she said that her 
lesson plan of 1st grade still use usual method (direct instruction) instead of RME, 
eventhough actually she feel very pleased to use RME approach. 

5. Findings and Problem 
During students the teaching and learning process, observers note some interesting 
findings and/or note. First, when students are asked to determine about their friend 
answer (main activity), there are some students who said ‘wrong’ (in the fact the 
answer is right), when observer confirm it to one of that students, he says that after 
10 it should be 11, but actually there is no 11 in the given numbers. This mean that 
some students still think that ordering numbers should be always 1, 2, …, 10, 11, … . 

Another note is there is only few students can answer the question in the exercise 
correctly (images 3a). There is also a student who answers the question not by 
ordering the given numbers but only by writes it again (for ordering from the smallest 
instruction) and for the second instruction (ordering from the biggest number) he only 
writes the given number but from the latest/back given number to the first/front 
(image 3b).  

Observers also note that class management does not work well. Most of the 
students are very active. Instead of listening teacher explanation or doing exercise, 
they play (run, climb desk) and disturb their friends, even there is a student who cry. 
About that, teacher gave all of her effort to make them focus, but it seems does not 
work. 
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(a)      (b)  

Image 3. Students’ work 

6. Conclusion 

In conclusion, teaching and learning process in class 1E SD YSPP Pusri on Friday, 
19th August, 2011 is started with giving explanation about ordering numbers. 
Continued with giving some example, and exercise. In general, teacher uses direct 
instruction to deliver knowledge. In the result, not all of students understand or finish 
the questions which are given. Class management is one of the problems that occur 
in the teaching and learning process that should be faced by teacher.  


